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JOUENAL OF LIEUTENANT KOBERT PARKER, OF 
THE SECOND CONTINENTAL ARTILLERY, 1779. 

CONTRIBUTED BY HON. THOMAS R. BARD. 

[Eobert Parker entered the service of the United States from Phila- 
delphia, April 26, 1777, as second lieutenant in the Second Continental 
Artillery, Colonel John Lamb, in which his brother-in-law, Andrew 
Porter, was a captain. He was promoted first lieutenant, January 1, 
1781, and transferred to the Fourth Continental Artillery, — the Pennsyl- 
vania regiment, Colonel Thomas Procter. He was made Captain Lieu- 
tenant to succeed Samuel Story, October 4, 1782. He served until June, 
1783. 

Lieutenant Parker was with his battery in the battles of Brandywine 
and Germantown in 1777, in the battle of Monmouth in 1778, with 
General James Clinton's brigade in General Sullivan's expedition 
against the Indians in 1779, and in the siege of Yorktown in 1781. He 
was with the Southern army in 1782-83. While the army was at Val- 
ley Forge, Lieutenant Parker was one of a number of officers sent to 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, by the Board of War, to learn of fixing ammu- 
nition. " As you are sent to obtain a perfect knowledge of the busi- 
ness," General Gates, the President of the Board, wrote April 28, 1778, 
" not only on your own account, but to promulgate it through the States, 
the Board make no doubt of your diligently and manually applying 
yourselves to the task you have undertaken. We have too good an 
opinion of you all to suppose it will be necessary to impress this senti- 
ment upon you ; because should there be any who are negligent, or 
averse to being taught, the Board are satisfied, as men regarding the 
interest of your country, you would return to your other duty, and put 
some other person in a situation so desirable as that you are now in. 
The time you have been at Carlisle was one argument with the Board, 
added to their anxiety to have the laboratory art more generally known, 
and we shall be happy to hear on your return to camp, as no doubt we 
shall, that the knowledge you have gained by your residence at Carlisle 
is equal to the expectation formed when the measure of sending you 
there was adopted." His stay at Carlisle was probably his first visit to 
the Cumberland Valley, in which Captain Parker made his home after 
the Revolution. 

When General Lafayette visited America, in 1824, James Madison 
Porter, the youngest son of General Andrew Porter, was presented to 
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him soon after his arrival in New York. " Porter," said the French 
hero ; " I remember that name. Any relation of Captain Porter, whom 
I met at the Brandywine ?" "A son," young Porter answered. " I bless 
you for your father's sake," Lafayette said. "He was a brave man. 
He had with him there a young man, a relative, I think, whose name I 
have forgotten. They fought very nearly together. " " Was it Parker ?" 
Madison Porter asked. " That was the name." " He was my mother's 
brother." " Ah, indeed," the Marquis said ; "they were good soldiers, 
and very kind to me when I was wounded." Captain Parker was a 
member of the Society of the Cincinnati, and on November 17, 1787, 
was appointed Collector of Excise for Franklin County by the Supreme 
Executive Council. 

Captain Parker was the son of Alexander Parker and the brother of 
Elizabeth Parker (born November 15, 1750, in what is now Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania), who married Captain Andrew Porter on May 20, 
1777. He settled at Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, where he married on 
May 10, 1787, Mary Smith (b. 1764, d. December 1, 1848), daughter of 
William Smith, the founder of the town of Mercersburg. He died May 
1, 1799. He had no sons. His two daughters : Elizabeth Parker 
married John McFarland, and Mary Smith Parker married Dr. P. W. 
Little, of Mercersburg, Pennsylvania.] 

Monday llfii June 1779. — Marched from Albany with 
Capt. "Wool's Blisses & Porter's Company's of Artillery — Ar- 
rived in Scanactady 4 o'clock P.M. — Crossed the Mohawk 
River and encamped on the North Side — Disk 17 miles — 
The Country from Albany to Scanactady is a very light sandy 
soil that produceth little else but scrubby Pines — Scanac- 
tady is a very pleasant Town situated on the S. side of the 
Mohawk River. It contains about four Hundred Houses, 
built regular, & in a very fertile spot of land. 

June 15th. — At 2 o'clock we embarked on board two Bat- 
teaus loaded with Military Stores. Proceeded five miles up 
the River, and encamped on the North Side. 

June 16th. — Struck our tent at Eight and embarked. 
Passed several strong Reefs and Rapid Currents which 
fatigued us very much. Encamped on the North Side — 
Distance 16 miles. 

June 17th. — Encamped at 8 o'clock — The Reefs & Strong 
Currents continuing some of which were very difficult to 
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get over (our boats being very heavy loaded) Passed Johns- 
town Side and the Mouth of Schoharie Creek. Encamped 
at Canawago on the South Side of the River — Distance 13 
miles. 

June 18th. — Embarked at 11 o'clock and proceeded over 
some bad Reefs. Arrived at Canajohaire 5 o'clock P.M. 
Distance 13 miles. 

The general course of this River is from NW. to SE. in 
most places 150 Y'ds wide — The Channel very Irregular. 
In some places fordable & others very deep. It is very dif- 
ficult to go up with boats on account of the many bad 
Reefs and rapid Currents. The banks are for the most part 
10 or 12 feet high — The land near the River is very fer- 
tile — At this place lay Coll. Gansewoert's & Butler's Reg't 
— Coll. "Weisenfelt's & Alden's having marched for Lake 
Otsega the day before — Here was a great Quantity of pro- 
visions and a large number of waggons employed in con- 
veying it & the Batteaus to the lake — Encamped on a hill 
at some distance from the River on the South Side, very 
much fatigued with our journey. 

June 19th. — This day Coll. Butler's Reg't. and the Rifle 
Corpse marched towards the lake. 

June 20th. — This morning we received two light three 
pounders from Fort Schuyler with their amunitions &c — 
Nothing material happened. 

June 21st. — This day was executed a Spy called Henry 
Herr, who said he was a private in Coll. John Butler's 
Reg't. He was taken up by a party of Militia at some 
distance from here, found guilty & hanged. Several others 
are in Confinement. 

June 22nd. — Nothing Material happened. 

June 23rd. — Nothing Material — Mustered in the After- 
noon. 

June 24-th. — This day was shot Titus, a soldier in the 

5th N.T. Reg't for desertion. This day we had an elegant 
dinner at which was present thirty five gentlemen of the 
different Reg'ts. 



Journal of Lieutenant Robert Parker, 1779. 407 

June 25th. — Marched at 10 o'clock with Coll. Deboin's 
Reg't towards Lake Otsega, passed through an Indifferent 
Country, but thinly Inhabited — passed near some Salt 
Springs, Encamped at the foot of Brimstone Hill — Slept 
very Indifferently being much annoyed by a small fly called 
a punk — Rain in the Night — Distance 13 miles. 

June 26th. — Marched at 6 o'clock, passed Brimstone Hill 
which is very high, halted at Springfield & breakfasted with 
Capt Butler's Reg't — Arrived at Lake Otsega 3 o'clock P.M. 
Embarked in Batteaus with Coll Deboin's Reg't & the Mili- 
tary Stores & proceeded to the N end at Lows Farms — 
Dist. 2 miles. The Country from Brimstone Hill to the 
Lake is very fertile but not Inhabited only at Springfield, 
where has been a few houses which are burned to the 
ground by the Indians — The Country appears like low or 
Island land — The Timber chiefly Beech, Elm, Ash, Sugar 
Maple, & the Cum, & near the lake some Hemlock Swamps. 

June 27th. — Lay in Camp — a large quantity of provisions 
were sent from the lower landing to this place for Storage. 
This place is situated very pleasantly in a fine grass Coun- 
try — Some Improvements have been made here and a saw 
mill erected — plenty of Fish in the lake and Neighboring 
Brooks. 

June 28th. — Gave an Entertainment to-day to the gentle- 
men of the other Reg'ts — spent the day very agreeably, 
what we wanted in variety and Convenience was amply 
made up in good humour and Harmony, The remembrance 
of which naturally leads me to reflect on these ceremoni- 
ous assemblys (we generally see in Cities & populous Coun- 
tries) called Entertainments — where instead of promoting 
Harmony & Uninimity, they sow the seeds of discord & 
perpetual animosity — Instead of satisfying Nature with 
Temperance they satiate her with luxury. 

June 29th. — Went to Springfield (dist. 6 miles) in Com- 
pany with a number of gentlemen to dine with the Officers 
of Coll Butler's Reg't, in compliance with a previous Invi- 
tation. 
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June 30th. — The General Hospital arrived to-day. 

July 1st. — Nothing of Consequence happened. 

July 2nd. — Received orders to hold ourselves in readiness 
to march. Embarked our Artillery, Ammunition & pro- 
vision on board the boats & lay ready to march. 

July 3rd. — Embarked at 7 o'clock on board 11 Battcaus 
(with Coll Deboin's Reg't) & proceeded to the south end of 
the lake (dist. 10 miles) — Stored our ammunition in Cock- 
ran's House which stands about 200 yards from the lake & 
encamped near it. At this place lay Coll Butler's & Ganse- 
woerts Regts with the Riflemen — Coll. Weisenfelts with his 
Reg't arrived in the afternoon. 

This lake is about 9 miles in length & from one to two 
wide — very pleasant. The water near the shore is shallow 
but in the middle very deep & of a greenish colour & 
hemm'd in on all sides by a ridge of Mountains. At this 
place there is an outlet which makes a small brook that 
forms the Head of the East branch of the Susquehanna 
River. This breast will not admit of more than one batteau 
abreast to pass & that with difficulty — to remedy which we 
erected a dam across the outlet in order to raise a head of 
water in the lake to facilitate our passage down. 

July 4-th. — This day being the anniversary of Indepen- 
dance, the troops were paraded on the banks of the lake, 
when thirteen peices of Cannon were discharged together 
with a running fire of musquetry three times along the line 
with as many huzzas from the troops — after which they all 
marched to the grand parade, when an excellent discourse 
was delivered suitable to the occasion by the Rev'd. Doct. 
Gans, Chaplan to the New York Brigade. 

July 5th. — Coll. Aldens Reg't. with the remainder of the 
Btores & provisions arrived this afternoon. 

July 6th. — Mr. Dean with a number of Oneida Indians 
arrived this afternoon — 

July 7th-9th. — Nothing worthy of notice occurred. 

July 10th. — This day found by experience that F : M = 
m:E. 
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July 11th. — This morning I went out with a scout of 
sixty men, marched through the woods about 12 miles when 
we encamped — Rained hard all day — at night the Rain 
and Wind increased — found our lodging none of the 
best. 

July 12th. — Rain in the morning early & very cold being 
out of provision the party returnd all but the men with 
whom I resolved to prosecute our Journey — We then 
proceeded over mountains, hills & morasses until we ar- 
rived at the Canandaragua or Schuyler's Lake about 7 miles 
farther — Here we staid some time to take a view of the lake 
& adjacent country — This lake lies about 8 miles W of 
Otsega Lake — it is about 7 miles in length & 1| in width, 
the outlet running S. E. falls into, or forms a junction with, 
Otsega Creek about 7 miles below the Lake and there 
assumes the name of Susquehanna River — Returned about 
6 miles on our way to Camp when night overtaking us, we 
were obliged to lay in the woods without fire. 

July 13th. — Rose early in the morning & pursued our 
journey to camp where we arrived at 8 o'clock, hungry & 
fatigued. 

July 14-th. — Nothing Material happened. 

July 15th. — This day found the difference between EP 
&FC. 

July 16th. — Wrote some letters to my correspondants. 

July 17th-19th. — Nothing worthy of notice. 

July 20th. — Lieut. Howell joined us from Albany, also 
found to my great S. that M : M = M : E. 

July 21st. — Wrote some letters to correspondants. A 
party was sent out to day to measure the distance to Lake 
Schuyler. 

July 22nd. — The party mentioned yesterday returned 
having measured the distance from here to Lake Schuyler 
found it to be N 30° W from the lower end of Lake Otsega 
to the lower end of Schuyler Lake dist. 8 miles. Gen. 
Court Martial ordered. 

July 23rd-26th. — Nothing of Consequence happened. 
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July ®7th. — A detachment of 265 men commanded by 
Coll. Gansewoert ordered out. 

July 28th. — Soldier in the 3rd M" Y Regt shot for deser- 
tion — two under same predicament reprieved. 

July 29ih-S0th. — Nothing material. 

July 31st. — The party mentioned the 27th returned having 
been at Forts Plank & Herkimer (dist. 20 & 22 miles), the 
enemy that occassioned this movement having retreated, 
leaving many marks of Barbarism behind. 

August 1st. — A command of 150 men was sent to [?] 
Creek, dist. 3 miles under the command of Major Pave. 

August %nd-7th, nothing happened. 

August 8th. — Prepared two boats to carry our artillery, 
mounted them on Truck Carriages, made experiments on 
the Lake — embarked our stores on board 15 Batteaus & 
orders to march in the morning. 

August 9th. — Took our departure from the Lake this 
morning with our little army consisting of 1500 effective 
men with 208 Batteaus loaded with provisions, ammuni- 
tions & proceeded in the following order : 

1st — 300 Light Infantry Commanded by Coll Butler & 
Major Cockran & Parr marching on the west side of the 
river formed the advanc'd Guard. The other Troops that 
could be spared from the Boats form'd the flanks & Kear- 
guard, the Horses, Cattle &c. marched within the flank 
guard. The line of boats was in the following order. 

A few boats with light Infantry formed the advance party; 

2nd — One peice of artillery & the General. 

3d — 4th Pennsylvania & 4 E". York Bgt. 

4th — Military Compy Hospital & 2 M. G. Stores. 

6th — 2nd peice of Artillery. 

7th — 3rd N. York brought up the Rear. 

Encamped at Burrowses farm dist. 17 miles by land & 
20 by water — plenty of rattle snakes here — Rains in the 
Night— 

The general course of this River to-day is about S 20° 
W — for ten miles down it is not more than 20 yards wide 
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& from 1 J to 5 feet deep. 8 miles from the Lake falls in 
the Oatis Creek from Lake Schuyler & V miles further 
Cherry Valley Creek empties — a little lower it widens to 
about 40 yards — This Brook or River is very Navigable 
for so small a Stream — obstructed only by logs & trees fell 
across it. The adjacent Country is rich, fertile & abounds 
with most sorts of Timber. The situation low, but rising 
gradually into hills, at a distance from the shore but free 
from stone. The river is very crooked forming a number 
of very short turns which run in every point of the compass 
— Previous to our leaving the Lake the dam was opened 
which raised the water in the river & therby greatly faciliated 
our passage down. 

August 10th. — Marched at 3 o'clock P.M. Arrived at 
Yorkams at sunset dist. 5 miles by land & 6 by water. 
About a mile below Burrowses the river runs very rapid 
passing through a small ridge of mountains which continued 
all the way. Encamped here — the place very pleasant. 
Here has been an Improvement — a barn, house & an or- 
chard ; found a peice of bark with an Inscription in the In- 
dian Tongue, which Mr. Dean translated thus — 

the day before holyday 1779 on this ground are 200 Indians 
friends to General Washington. 

August 11th. — Embarked at 8 o'clock, passed a large 
creek from the East Side — several reefs & narrows which 
retarded our march. Eapids continue for 8 miles. En- 
camped on Ogden's farm ~W. Side dist. 15 miles by land & 
21 by water — the River very crooked forming a number of 
small Islands — from 40 to 50 yds wide. The banks in some 
places pretty high — the land very good & abounds with 
Butternut, Elm Ash, Maple Burch & Beech, thick foggy air. 

August 12th. — Took our departure at 7 o'clock, the fiver 
down for 9 miles was a very easy current so as to admit our 
boats three abreast — then it began to be rapid. Encamped 
at Unadilla, about a mile above the confluence. The Coun- 
try we passed is very good. 

Here has been a good settlement inhabited chiefly by 
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Scotch Emigrants who last year fled to the Indians for pro- 
tection — It was formerly an old Indian settlement & last 
fall was burnt by Coll Butler — Disk 65 miles by land & 20 
by water, E. Side. 

August i^A.— Early this morning went to see an old In- 
dian fort, about a mile from Camp, which appeared to be 
very old, of a circular form & contain'd about half an acre 
— passed some reefs, the mouth of the Unadilla river which 
empties from the W. Side. Encamped at Cannahrunta on 
an Island, dist. 14 miles by land & 17 by water, the country 
very good — several old settlements on both sides of the 
river. The river after the junction of Unadilla is about an 
hundred yards wide — several rapids occasioned by Fish 
dams. 

August lJf.ih. — Embarked at 9 o'clock passed several old 
settlements, water pretty good & few rapids. Encamped at 
Onequaya dist. 12 miles by land & 15 by water. This was 
an old Indian town that contained about fifty houses, some 
of which are very good — there has likewise been a church 
with a Christian Missionary. The land for \ mile from 
the river is very good, but farther back it rises into hills. 
It has been settled on both sides of the river for many years 
& has long been an Asylum for miscreant Kefugees from the 
neighboring States — last fall it was burnt & destroyed by 
Coll. Butler. 

August 15th. — Lay by waiting for a number of Militia ex- 
pected from Esopus. 

August 16th. — A party was sent in quest of the Militia 
who returned without them. 

August 17th. — Embarked at 9 o'clock, the river running 
nearly South & for 10 miles a very good current, a little 
farther it became very shallow, with a number of Islands. 
Encamped at the Tuscarora Settlement on the W. Side, 
dist. 20 miles by land & 25 by water — Several high rocks 
on the bank of the river — burnt a number of Indian houses 
on the passage. 

August 18th. — Embarked at 9 o'clock. The river run- 
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ning nearly N". W. The navigation good — Passed the mouth 
of the Sheninga Eiver from the "W. side encamped a little 
way below that place — dist. by water 24 miles & by land 20 
— the distance by land across to Onoquaga is but 16 miles 
occasioned by the crooked course of the river — There has 
been a large Indian Town about 3 miles up the Shenango 
river, which we sent a detachment to destroy — Two men 
met us this afternoon from Gen Poor, informing us that 
Gen. Sullivan was at the Tioga & had detached him (Gen. 
Poor) with a party up the river to meet us. 

August 19th — Embarked at 9 o'clock — The river very 
shallow and full of islands — at 6 miles down we met Gen- 
erals Poor & Hand with nine hundred men from Gen Sulli- 
van, to escort us down — Halted some time & then pro- 
ceeded with them down the river. Encamped at Owaga on 
a fine plain on the West side of the river, dist. by land 20 
& by water 24 miles — a mile and half from here there has 
been an Indian Town which we destroyed. 

August Will. — Rain all day which occassioned us to 
lay by. 

August 21st. — Marched at 8 o'clock. Two boats with 
ammunition overset. Encamped at Fiby Patrick's farm or 
in Indian Majatawaga, dist. 12 miles by land & 14 by water 
— Pitched our tents in an open peice of woods and in ex- 
tensive plain. 

August 22nd. — Embarked at 7 o'clock, arrived at Tioga 
at 9 — dist. 8 miles On our arrival at the Light Infantry 
Camp (which was about a mile from the main army), we 
were saluted with a discharge of 13 cannon — when we 
arrived opposite the Park, the like number was fired — after 
which we landed and encamped in the Park with Coll Proc- 
tor's Reg't. 

This encampment is situated on a neck of land just above 
the conflux of the Susquehanna and Tioga Rivers — The 
land level producing a great quantity of grass — a mile 
above the park lay the light troops of the army commanded 
by Gen Hand — this encampment extended from one river 
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to another which is only 200 yards, where there are three 
block houses building — At this place lay Generals Poor's, 
Maxfield's & Hand's Brigades — with Coll Proctor's regiment 
of Artillery — the whole making near five thousand men 
with two 6 pounders, two 5J Howitzers, four 3 pounders 
& a small Cohorn. — A universal joy now diffused itself 
through the army on the happy junction so long expected, 
and mutual congratulations closed the day. The general 
course of this river is from N.E. to S.W. in many places 
shallow, but on the whole very navigable — arrived all safe — 
during the course of the march the order was changed 
reciprocally from front to rear every day. 

August 83rd. — Ordered to prepare to march — all the spare 
tents of the army were collected to make bags to hold flour 
for the expedition — the pack Horses got in readiness. 

August 24-th. — Continued our preparations to march ; at 
3 o'clock a gun was fired, as a signal to strike our tents & 
march — found great deficiency in point of pack horses &c, 
which occassioned great confusion. In the evening another 
gun was fired to pitch our tents — lay on the same ground. 

August 25th. — Preparations for marching continued — 
drew six days salt provision — heavy rain which prevented 
us from marching. 

August 26th. — At 11 o'clock this morning after great diffi- 
culty, we got under way and began our march towards the 
Indian Country in the following order — Gen. Hand with a 
brigade of light Infantry and Rifle Corps formed the 
advance guard. Gen. Poor's formed the right & Gen. 
Maxfield the left flank — Gen. Clinton's brigade brought up 
the rear — after the light infantry and between the flanks 
was the Park consisting of two 5J Irish Howitzers, Six 
light 3 pounders and one small Cohorn with ammunition &c. 
&e. The flank marched at such a distance from each other 
as to admit the pack horses in the centre — We carried with 
us 30 days provision & 1200 pack horses, in this manner 
we proceeded up the Tioga River about 3 miles through a 
very level & open country — Encamped on the bank of a 
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beautiful & extensive meadow, that afforded a delightful 
prospect and plenty of grass for our horses. 

August 27th. — Marched at 9 o'clock, for two miles the 
country continued open & the road good, but after became 
bad by a ridge of mountains that projected itself close to 
the river — where we had to pass a narrow defile in the edge 
of the river — a high bank in ascending from the river — 
passed some deep swamps. Encamped on the banks of an 
extensive plain about 10 o'clock at night — found plenty of 
corn & beans here on which we fared sumptously — dist. 5 
miles. 

August 28th. — Lay by till 2 o'clock P.M. — ordered that one 
days provision be stopt in lieu of the corn and beans. 
Crossed the Tioga river twice which was very deep & rapid 
— One of our batteaus was fired upon by a party of Indians 
— a little after our left flank discovered two Indians & fired 
upon them — but they escaped — at dark encamped at She- 
mung, dist. 4 miles — This place is situated on a large 
plain on the banks of the Tioga river & was lately a popu- 
lous Indian Town, that contained about thirty houses, but 
was destroyed about 3 weeks ago by a detachment of Gen 
Sullivans Army. 

August 29th. — Marched at 10 o'clock — the country con- 
tinued level for some distance & very fertile. At 10 o'clock 
P.M. & about 3 miles above Chemung our advance parties dis- 
covered the enemy in front posted on an eminence behind 
a breastwork of logs &c, a few shots Avere exchanged, then 
our party returned and gave the intelligence — Our Artillery 
was then ordered to file off to the right about a quarter of a 
mile from the enemies' works When we unloaded and dis- 
encumbered ourselves of our baggage &c undiscovered by 
the enemy. In the mean time our right wing commanded 
by Gen. Poor, by a circuituous march endeavoured to out- 
flank and gain the enemies' rear, while part of the left wing 
crossed the Tioga River, which lay about half a mile on 
our left, in order to intercept their retreat, Should they 
attempt to pass that way — The rest of the army was left as 
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a reserve to cover the Artillery and make the attack in front 
if necessary. 

In this situation we remained near an hour keeping up 
a small fire of musquetry on the enemies front until the 
time allowed the right wing, to gain the post they intended, 
was expired — our Artillery was then ordered to advance 
upon the eminence, about two hundred yards in front ot 
the enemies' works, where we began the attack by opening 
upon them two 5J Irish Howitzers & 6 three pounders, 
when a pleasing peice of Music ensued. But the Indians 
I beleive did not admire the sound so much, nor could they 
be prevailed upon to listen to its music, although we made 
use of all the eloquence we were masters of for that purpose, 
but they were deaf to our entreaties and turned their backs 
upon us in token of their detestation for us. 

In this situation without waiting to bid us good bye, 
they retreated with loss and the greatest precipitation. As 
soon as they began to retreat, parties were sent in pursuit 
of them — "We remained on our ground for some time and 
were then ordered to advance up to their works — which we 
found situated on an eminence, with a small plain of clean 
land in front and pine woods in the rear — their works were 
made of pine logs, about a mile in length, about three feet 
high, and forming a number of angles, interspersed with 
green boughs in front to prevent discovery — from these we 
proceeded to their camp about a mile further where we 
halted & gave the signal for the right wing to find us & 
come in, which they did & gave the following account, that 
they were greatly deceived in the situation & distance of 
the ground which took up more time than they expected, 
to accomplish their design — and that they only fell in with 
the enemies' flank as they were retreating, when they had 
two men killed and about 30 wounded, a white man and a 
negro man taken prisoners, who gave an account that their 
whole force was collected there, consisting of 600 Indians 
& 200 whites, commanded by Butler & Brandt & the rest 
of the savage brethren. 
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It appears from the best accounts that they had intended 
making their principal stand at that place & had nearly all 
their force collected for that purpose — Their works were 
constructed upon a good peice of ground and very well done 
for defence against musquetry. 

It must also be allowed that our plan of attack was judi- 
ciously laid, well executed and must reflect great Honor on 
those that conducted it — but the badness of the road with 
some other circumstances, prevented the right wing from 
gaining their post as soon as could be wished for & thereby 
part of the plan proved unsuccessful. Our loss was three 
killed and thirty six wounded — Sixteen of the enemy were 
found dead and a great number must be wounded. 

August 30th. — This day almost all the army were em- 
ployed in cutting down the corn in this neighborhood. 
Several hundred acres were destroyed in this manner — A 
Lieutenant of Coll. Cileg's Eegt. died of the wounds he re- 
ceived in the action yesterday. The army received thanks 
of the General, for their behaviour yesterday — In the after- 
noon it was proposed to the troops whether they would 
consent to live on half allowance of provisions, which was 
unanimously agreed to— The smallness of our Magazines 
& the impossibility of procuring another supply in season 
rendered this measure absolutely necessary — The troops in 
testimony of their approbation gave three huzzas which re- 
echoed from Regiment to Regiment — a small shower of 
rain in the evening — At dark the two Howitzers, two three 
pounders, all waggons &c. were taken down to be dismounted 
and put in boats — about eleven o'clock at night they were 
all sent down the river together with the wounded and 
every thing that was superfluous, to the garrison at Tioga, 
under the direction of Oapt McClure. 

This place has been the encampment of the enemy for 
sometime past & is situated in a beautiful plain on the 
banks of the Tioga river, surrounded by large and extensive 
fields of corn of an amazing height, filled with different 
kinds of vegetables all of an excellent quality. Those fields 
vol. xxvii. — 27 
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of corn appear to have been planted on purpose to supply 
their scouts with provisions when they intended to make 
excursions on our frontier. 

August 31st. — Marched at 10 o'clock, the roads pretty bad 
but tbe land exceeding good for four miles where we crossed 
a creek that emptied itself into the Tioga at a place called 
Newtown. Here was an Indian Settlement and a small 
town which we destroyed. After we left this place we en- 
tered a very large and extensive plain, that produced little 
more than a few pine trees and wild grass. Marched about 
five miles further, the plain continuing, and encamped there. 
This day we found the advantage of leaving our heavy 
artillery behind, having marched about 10 miles. 

September 1st. — Marched at 10 o'clock — The plain men- 
tioned yesterday continued about 3 miles further, then we 
entered a defile with a mountain on our left and a large and 
extensive meadow on our right. In this meadow the water 
separates. The Oauga Branch running S. Bast falls into the 
Tioga at New Town — another Creek runs North West and 
falls into the Sennecca Lake near Catherine's Town. These 
creeks interlap each other and run directly opposite and 
nearly parallel in the meadow and but a small distance 
apart — This defile continued about two miles and then we 
entered into a dark, gloomy & almost impenetrable Hem- 
lock swamp, which continued for eight miles further — in 
many places it was so thick as scarcely ever to admit the 
rays of the sun to enter. Some places we were obliged to 
ascend an almost perpendicular height and next descend 
the precipice into low muddy valleys filled with dirty rivu- 
lets. In this manner we proceeded cutting our road for the 
Artillery all the way — About two miles from the end of the 
swamp, night came on & left us in the midst of those 
gloomy regions, without the assistance of Sun, Moon or 
Stars, or even the benefit of a road — Here we were oblidged 
to make fires at the distance of thirty or forty yards from 
each other to assist us in making the road — until at length 
we arrived at Catherine Town at the end of the swamp 
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about eleven o'clock — In short the difficulties we encoun- 
tered to-day would have prevented any army on the face of 
the globe under our circumstances to have accomplished — 
but those who had nobly stepped forth in defence of their 
injured country and firmly resolved to surmount every ob- 
stacle and brave all dangers and difficulties that presented 
themselves in the way. When we arrived at Catherine's 
Town, the Indians had but just left, not expecting us there 
that night — they left their fires burning and had just time 
to make their escape. This was a very pretty Town that 
contained about thirty Houses very well built on a good 
peice of ground— most of the houses were pulled down for 
fires to warm and dry ourselves before morning. 

September 2nd. — This morning almost all the houses in the 
Town Avere demolished, having been burnt last night — Sev- 
eral Horn Cows &c were brought in by the Soldiers and 
sold — An old Indian squaw was found near the Town who 
gave account that the Indians had just left the town last 
night as our advance parties entered it & that previous to 
their departure they held a consultation when the Squaws 
urged the warriors to fight us but they refused it saying we 
were invincible & that it was in vain for them to attempt it — 

Gen. Clinton's Brigade (who brought up the rear) did 
not arrive until noon, having been obliged to lay in the 
swamp all night. They as well as the other parts of the 
army, I believe, will not soon forget that they once passed 
through Catherine's Swamp — 

Parties of observation were sent out, who returned in the 
Evening, giving an account, that they had seen the tracks of 
a number of Indians as they had retreated & lay by the re- 
mainder of the day — Ordered to hold ourselves in readiness 
to march tomorrow morning. 

September 3rd. — Marched at 9 o'clock — the roads low and 
muddy for three miles — then we saw a very large meadow, 
at some distance on our left — then we ascended a very high 
hill where we saw the head of the Seneca Lake & the 
meadow, before mentioned, above the head of the lake. 
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"When we arrived at the top of the hill, the land was level and 
the woods open. Several tracks of the Indian's late retreat 
appeared on the way — encamped in the woods near a small 
brook — forage for our horses very scarce, dist. 12 miles. 

September J^th. — Rain in the morning prevented us from 
marching until 10 o'clock, when we struck our tents & got 
under way, passed some low, deep hollows & brooks — came 
to some Corn fields & a few houses which we destroyed — 
saw the Seneca lake several times at some distance on our 
left — The land continued very good the greatest part of 
the way — encamped in the woods, distance 10 miles. 

September 5th. — Marched at 7 o'clock the roads continued 
nearly the same as yesterday — the land exceeding good — 
Saw the lake several times — encamped at a place, called 
Condoy, but in English it is called Appletown, no doubt it 
first received this name from the number of apple-trees 
that grew there — This place appears to be an old settle- 
ment & contains upwards of twenty houses on a very pleas- 
ant situation — an old man an inhabitant of Wyoming was 
retaken by our advance parties, who gave accounts that the 
enemy had retreated to Canadesoga, where they intended to 
make a stand. Encamped here— dist. 8 miles. 

September 6th. — A number of cattle strayed which pre- 
vented us from marching until 3 o'clock P.M. before which 
time, two sergeants arrived from Tioga — brought a number 
of letters with them giving an account of several advan- 
tages gained by our troops in different parts of the country. 
A small town was burnt on the Cauga Lake by a party that 
was sent in search of some baggage that was lost — the 
place appeared to be left in the greatest precipitation — a 
considerable Quantity of plunder was found in it — En- 
camped near the lake where there was plenty of grass & 
wild peas for our horses & cattle, &c a most beautiful situa- 
tion with a full view of the lake. A small town appeared 
on the opposite side of the lake which was about five miles 
across — Dist. to-day 3 miles. 

(To be continued.) 



